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OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST BATTALION, 39TH IHNFANTRY
(9TH INFANTRY DIVISION) NORTE OF ST. JACQUES-DE-NEHOU,
- COTERTIN PENINSULA, 18 JUNE 1944

{NORMANDY CAMPAIGK)
(Personal Experience of s Company Commender)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This mnnograph.covera the operatlions of the 1st Battaliom,
39th Infantry, 9th U.S. Infantry Division in the defense of
& bivouac erea from a gurprise'ﬁanman attack, Thlas attack was
launched during the NORMANDY campalgn on the COTENTIN PENIN-
.SULA, more commonly referred to as the CHERBOURG PENINSULA,
Tolbriné the reader abreast of the situation we will
briefly discuss the major events which led to this sctien.

. On the 6th of June 1944 the long swaited invasion of
EUROPE had become a reallty. The 2lat Army Group, commanded
by General Sir Bernard L, Nontgomery, hsd established a beachw
head on the continent and was heavlily engsged with the enemy.
(1) (See Map 4) ' |

The First American Army, c ommsnded by Lieutensnt General
Omar N, Br#dley, conalsting of V Corps and VII Corps had
R secﬁred beachheads on the east coast of the COTENTIN PENIN-
SULA. (2) (See Mgp 4) . .

The primary mission and principal objectivey of the First
Army was the capture of the city of CHERBOURG, (3) With the
capture of this objective the Western Allies would have a
deep water port from which to supply the tremendous logistiﬁal_
requirements of future operations. (See Map A)

(1) A-9, p. 14
(2) A-8, p. 12
(3) a-2, p. 56



THE GENERAL SITUATION

The VII Corps, commanded by Major General J. Lawton
Collins, constituted the right flank of the 213t Army Group.
(4) As herein before stated the first mission of the in-
vasion forces following the consolidation of the beathhead
 was the capture of CHERBOURG, This mission was aaaigned to-
VII Corps. (5) "The great importsnce of this sesport to
thﬁ establishment of a firm well supplied beachhead cannot
be over emphasized." (6) One of the most d4ifficult problems
confronting the Allles in the invasion of EUROPE was the '
task of providing vast quantities of supplies necessary to'
meintain a hnge army in the rield; Initiaelly thlis great
tonnage of supplles wuuld have to be brought in over the
open beaches, and for that'reasan_ware subject to variable
westher. (7) _ | |

 Following the landing on UTAH BEACH the VII Corps had
steadily pushed outward, extending the depth of the beach-
head snd graduglly securing much needed slbow room and space
in which to meneuver, (8) By the 16th of June the Corps |
occupled a general line extending from the besch north of
QUINEVILLE to MONTEBOURG, LE HAM, NEHOU, ST, SAUVEUR LE
VICOMTE west of PONT L ABBE, BAUPTE, LES FEVEES, south of
CARENTAN where junction was made with V Corps. The extreme
western 1limit of the Corps liﬁe included two important bridge-
heads across the DOUVE RI?ER. One bridgehead was captured
aﬁd held by the 9th Infantry Division st STE. COLOMBE and the
other had been secured by the 82d Alrborne Division at ST.
SAUVEUR LE VIGOMTE,
13y A1, p. 1
(5) 4a-1, ps 150
(6) A=2, pe 3

(7) A-8, pe 14
(8) A-1, p. 119




The DOUVE RIVER, whieh runas generally north and south
through the peninsula, had b%an a major obstacle in the path
of the ¥II Corps attack to the ses. (See Map B)

The main effort of VII Corps now was to bfeakthraush to
the west coasat of the COTENTIN PENINSULA sné thus 1solate
CHERBOURG. (9) With the accamplisﬁment of this breskthrough,
éll main supply and evecuation routes Ilnte and out of the
peninsuls would be sesaled off, It would be virtually im.

" possible for the enémw to reinforce troope defending CHERBOURG,

nor would he be cayable of evacuating the troops slready con-

tained in the_peninsﬁlu in any aypreeiahle number. His sup-

" plies and equipment would be limited to those on hend within
his present positionsa. _

| The Corps plan of attack Airected that the 4th and 90th

Infantry bivisions attack and exert lncreased pressﬁre in

the direétion of GHERBOURG, this would prevent the aﬁamy from

redeploying his troops to oﬁpose the push scross the genin-

sula. (10) The oth Infantry Division would continue to “

drive to the west with the mission of ecutting the peninsula

in the vicinity of BlRﬁEViELE-BUR-HER. The southern flank

of the Corps would be held by the 82d& Airborne Division, (11)

(See Msp B)

1

DISPOSITIONS AND PLARS, 9TH DIVISION, 17-18 JUNE (8ee Map C)-

The Division lost little time in exploiting the bridge-
hesd across the DOUVE RIVER., (12) A coordinated attack was
launched on the 16th of June with two Regimental Combat Tesms
attacking in two columns, fclldwing generally the two east-west
1O) &-8, p. 27
(10) A-8, p. 27

(11) A-8, p. 27
(12) A-1, p. 141




highways crossing the peninsula in the Corps sector. (13)
The 47tﬁ Infantry qperating on the left flank of  the Divie
sion zoneimnvad south &long the route leeding imto 87T,
SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE. At this town the regiment pessed through
elements of the 82d-Airborne Division bridgehead and pressed
the attack southwest along the axis of the ST. SAUVEUR LE
VIGOMTE, ST, LO-D-OUEVILLE HIGEWAY. The mission of this
column was to pre?enh the enemy from escaping thraugh the
corridor between the ses snd the PRATRIES MAREJAGEUSES. (14)
On the right flenk of the Division the 60th Infantry pushed
westward astride the highwey lesding through BLANDAMOUR, ST.

- ' JACQUES DE NEHOU to BAERNEVILLE SUR MER, This attack was to

be pushed forward rapidly and aggressively to the objective
which was the high ground west of 87, PIEREE D' ARTHEGLISE
dqminﬁtiﬁg the highways lesding from the north into BARNE-
VILLE SUR MER snd the town itself. (15) .
Moanwhile the 38th Infantry, a regiment of tha'diviﬁion,
was engaged in s leas speetanulérg but none the less lmport-
ent engsgement., Thls Regimental Combat Team was to attack
and clear the town of ORGLAKDES and then turn and protect
the open north rear flamk of the Division. (16) (17)(See MapB)
Both the 47th and the 60th Regimentsl Combat Tesms mede
rapld progress in the attack and by 0500 hours on the 18th
of June had fought to thé western coast of the peninsula and
occupied BARNEVILLE SUR MER and SF. LO D' OURVILLE. The 824
Alrborne Division operating on the south flank of the Corps
had succeeded 1n capturing and holding the ceuseway over the

- (13) A-8, p. 27
(14) A~1l, p. 141
(15) A""l, P. 141
(16) A-1, p. 141
(17) Personal knowledge



PRATRIES MAREGAGHEUSES. (18) The miszsion of cutting the
COTENTIN PENINSULA was sccomplished snd snother phase in
VII Corps operations was ended. (19)

THE ENEMY SITUATION

. Opposing the drive across the peninsuls were elements
of four Germsn Divisions, e 9th U.8, Division had identi-
fied elements of the 920th and the 921st Reglmentqd of the
2454 Division end the 1049th and 1050th Regiments ef the 77th
Division." (20) Several of these units had been in constant
sction since "D day and had suffered heavy casualties,.
By the 13th of June it was clear to the enemy that our

i forceas were attempting to cut the peninsula. Field Marshal
| Rommel ordered the 77th Division to go into position west of

ST, SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE and block the advance west, Before this
move could be undertaken the rgpid drive of the 824 Alrborne
Division on the town éf 5T, SAUVEDR LE‘VIGQHTE'maﬁa it in-
possible for the German 77th Division to prevent the estab-
lishment of a bridgehead by Americen forces across the DOUVE
RIVER., (21)

From the German Military Staff polnt of view overy effort
would have t¢ be made to prevent the Americans from cutting
the peninsula but if the breskthrough should occur then the
77th Division must not be trapped north of the breskthrough.

(22) The generasl plan of the Germans was to delay the Ameri-

cans to the maximum and to evacuate some of his best troops

' from the peninsula, To sccomplish this mission the Germen

—

(18) A-l, p. 143
(19) A-1, p. 149
(20) a-1, p, 151
(21.) A-l, p. 147
(22) A-l, p. 145



forces were now organized into two Knmpfgruppen. One Eampf-
gruppe consisting of what was left of the 709th Division and

the'243d Division was organized and commanded by General-

' leutnant Kerl Wilhelm von Schlieben, this group was to defend

CHERBOURG 1f the peninsula was cut, The other Kampfgruppe
organized with troops of the 77th and 91st Division was come
manded by Generalleutnant Heinz Hellmich. This Kampfgruppe

"had the misasion of withdrawing out of the peninsule to ST, LO

D' QURVILLE and to prevent any further expansion of the Ameri-
cans south of that point. (23)
| Hitler hsd mede the defense of CHERBOURG his personal con-
cern and for that reason no major redispoéitian or withdrawals
of troops could be npdsrtaken without hils express gpproval,
The German Seventh Army's plenned redisposition of forces was
countermanded by Hitler and he ordered that the present line
be held at all cost, ' |

on the 17th of June, when it beceme apparent that the
Amsricans had been successful 1n the bld to out the peninsula,
suthority was granted by Hitler to implement the originallﬁer-
man Seventh Army plan of withdrewal, This authority to carry
out the plan had come too late for its execution to meet with

anything but limited success. (24)

THE BATTALION SITUATION (See Map C)

During the late afternoon of June 16th, the battalion

attacked the town of /ORGLANDES snd after advancing well into
the town had been forced to withdraw in the face of heavy

machine gun fire. The following morning the attack on
ORGLANDES was resumed fellowing a heavy artillery barrage

(23) A-1, p. 147
(24) A-1, p. 147



and the town wes reteken, (25) From the 10th of June to
the 17th of June the battalion hed been in close, eéntinuaua
contect with the enemy, a considerable mumbér of casualties |
hed been sustained with few replecements being reeceived,
Rightfall on the 17th found ell companies of the battalion
far under strength,

The terrain over which ﬁgg_ggfgg;ian operated was par-
ticularly difficult. It consisted,for the most part of fields

+ verying in size from one hundred to a thousand yards acroses

) &&and of various shapes. Some were orchards, othars‘were culti-
A T
a i

W
-

. Vated or used as pastures but with fow exceptions ell were
i surrounded by thick, high hedgerows, Thls terrsain greatly

? favored the defender who made excellent use of the hedgerows

as suto-matic weapon emplscements, from which the intervene-
ing flelds could be covered with cross fire, The roads, most
of which were not surfaced, rasn between these high hedgerows

' making it possible for wheeled and track laying vehicles %o

move about with little danger of being detected, (26)

The weather at this time of year was cocl, dsmp and often
foggy, after sun down it would grow very cold, adding to the
discomfort of the soldier. Dsylight, during the battle of
NORMANDY, cémmsneed at sbout 0545 snd did not end until 2300
hours because of British double summertime, which set the
clock shead two houra, o

At sbout 1200 hours on the 17th of June, following the
atteck on ORGLANDES, the lst Battallion of the 39th Infahtry_
(less Compsny C) was attached to the 60th Regimental Combat
Team. (27) The battalion loaded on vehicles t 1430‘h0u?a

(25) A=1l, p. 141
(26) Personal knowledge



and moved by motor to the viciﬁity of STE. COLOMBE where 1%
detrucked and followed the advance of .the 60th Regimental
Combat Team on fobt. Company "C", dstached from the battalion,
was left to guard the bridge over the DOUVE RIVER., (28} To
support Company "C" on this mission, the orgenic 57 mm snti-
tank guns of the battallon were attached to the company. (29)
From the detrucking point the battalion proceedsd on foot
in company column westward through BLANDAMOUR to the vicinity
of ST, JACQUES DE NEHOU, The Battalion Conmasnder, Lieutenent
Golonel Henry P. Tucker, and his 8-3, left the battslion to geo
' forward, contact the Regimental Commender gnd r?caive his
order. A short time later the Battaellon Commemder rejoined
the battslion, which was then on the march and halted it in
the vieinity of 8T, JACQUES DE NEHOU. The battalion "hed net
received eny definite mission other tham to follow the 60th
Infantry, presumably to ald in protecting the divisionla
lengthening northern Ilank.': (30) The companies remeined
in march column at the halt however, with the exceptions of
designated security groups, they were permitted +to llie down
on either aiée of the road and catch up on some much needed
rest. At this time authoriti was granted to consume one "GY
ration, per men, which would be the svening meszl. With no
more information known of the enemy aituatiun, or the probable
employment of the battalion then that whioch had been received
a hot ﬁeal, was out of the question., The morale of the men
#t this time was not high, nor could it be called partioularly
1oﬁ, tﬁey had fought a long way since landing on UTAH BEACH
and many of them had fought in SICILY end AFRICA., To them
(28] A-10, Item 951

(29) Personal knowledge
(30) A-1, p. 144 -
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war was a deadly gaua.,'Ybu-ate when you could asnd slept
whenever you were not fighting or eating. The end of one
gituatlon usvally meant the beginning of snother. Right now
they were 1n reserve, and that often meant no fighting,

. NARRATION

THE BIVOUAC AND GERKMAN ATTACE (See Map D) |

At 0200 hours the battallon went into position astride
a road lesding from the north into ST, JACQUES DE NEHOU, (31)
This road was dosigneted as the boundary between compeanies,
Company "4" was on the left, Company "B" on the right, the
front faced norﬁh -~ the open flank of the divislon, and most
‘11kely enemy avenue of approach., GCompany "D" and the Bat-
talion Hesdguarters Company took up bivouac positions about
four hundred yards to the rear of the front line units., The
positions were those that would be normally taken up whare‘it
was known contact with the enemy wes not imminent and & cover-
ing force was to the front, The Battaiian Commend FPost was
located in a small ferm tool shed on.the left of the road
running through the.positidn and gpproximately four hundred
yards In the rear of the front lines. The Battallon Commander
directed that the companies post . local secﬁrity posts well
out in front, and to the flanks of the bivousc position. He
elso directed that rocket launcher teams be so located as to
bring fire on any vehicle attempting to enter the poaition
down the secondary road leading into it, This was done as one
team from Compsny "B", positioned on the right énd & second
team rémm Company "AY on the left, both covering the dealé-

nated approach. (32) The rifle compsnies went into position

{5I) A-1, p.134
(32) Personal knowledge
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with two platoons generally sbreast and the third platooﬁ
bent well around to the flank, The positions covered the
draw to the front, but the flanks were open. Gbmpany com-
manders and platoon lesders made every effort to see that
the men took up positions from which fire could be delivered
‘on an attacking enemy. Under the conditions of darkmess,
that had to be coped with, end the rumerous hedgerows within
end surrounding the position, plus the fact that ths eneny
situation wes obscure, this was maede an axtr&maiy dirficult
tesk, Iistenling posts of two men per squad were esteblished
end each man required to dig in, The light machine guns of
the weepons platoons wers sited to obtain the best flelds pf-
fire and cover tﬁ§ draw to the front of the position. These
preparationé were supervised by the Battalioh Gumman@af, who
was keenly awere of the danger of our isolation., (33)

During these defensive preparations by the front line

platoons, the weapons_platobn loaders hsd set up the 60 mm
morters in well protected fields, three hundred yards more or
less, to the roesr of the maln line of resistence. What was
considered to be ample ammunition was dumped on position,
however, range cards were not prepared, or were defensive
fires sdjusted. .

Communication between the platoons and the campapy ¢ om-
mand post was established and maintained by e listening watch
on SCR 536 radios. Wire lines had been lald snd were in
between Battalion and Companies. All vehicles in the Battalion
were pocled under the command of the battalion motor officer.
With the completion of these preparations, the battalion set-
tled dewn for the night., ' '
3%y Personal knowledge
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At gbout 0400 hours, the cemter platocn of Company “B*
reported movement could be heard to the fromnt, This report
was immediately flashed to battalion. Before any action
could be taken, or orders issued, firing broke oﬁt'in the
vielnity of the road blocks estebllshed earlier in the even-
ing. Immediately this fire was taken up by the front line
platoons and increased in density until ﬁhe.aﬁtire.hattalion
front seemed to be covered. It is doubtful that over one:ﬁnn
in twenty saw a target, but nevertheless, almost to a mean
they pbured'rifle‘fire and machine gun fire forward of the
poslition. Through the crackle of rifle and machine gun fire
could be heard the distinct rip of Germen eutomatic wespons,

- By now occasional high explosivesz would drop within and to

the rear of the position. This was either German Psnzerfaust
fires or light mortars, more likely the former since the fire
was nelther grouped or heavy in volume., To #ﬁﬂ to the con-
fusion, éattle, probably driven by the enemy movement wandered
inte the position. Thege either through mistaken 1dént1ty or by
deslgn were taken uhder fire and either scatiered or wexe -
killed, at any rate they coased to mask our fire. At the

road block between "A" and "B" Compenies, wheré the enemy had
poured his hesviest fire & emell group of enemy armed with
machine pistols and grensdes, managaﬂ to penetrate the poslition.
In the dense derkness which preceded da!ﬁ, identification. was
near impossible except by the distiﬁnt characteristic squhﬂ of
weapons. This gap between the companies was quickly closed

by fire and the enemy, who had infiltrated Into the position,
found themselves in an extremely precarious position. Iso-

lated from their unit emd completely confused by the dark end

13



dispositions of_oﬁr troops, they soon ranrinto rear elements
of the battalion and were shot dead at point blank renge.
They did, however, manage to kill a few members of the bat-
talion, and wound others before being eliminated. (34)

Meanwhlle orders were qulckly being issued by the Béttnlion
Commander and his staff. With thé first report of enemy move-
ment, 81 rm mortars and heavy machine gﬁns were rapldly un- |
losded from vehicles and piaced in firing positions. (35)
The heavy machine guns were rushed into the line and almost
immediately went inte action. The 81 mm mortars were ordered
to fire across the creek to our front, and into the small un-
named village, In surprisingly short time the 81 mm mortars
wont into action and commenced to pqund the assigned sector,
This fire, although conducted from mep data, was extremely ac-
curate., Simultaneously the reassuring cough of the company's
60 mm mortars could be heard as thej rgked the enemy area
with light, but highly effective, fire. Data had been placed
on the guns by'the simple expedient of covering the weapon
with a blanket and using s flashlight to level and read the
sights. |

At the outset of the asction, communication with higher
headquerters hed gone out, the battalion communication officer
and hls wire sectlion, were huéy attempting to locate the divi-
sion wire line which was known to run along the highway
through 8T. JACQUES DE NEHOU.

Reports were now flowing into battalion from both line
companies to the effect timt armored vehlcles could be heard

in the front of the position. The right platoon of Company "B"

(34) Personal knowledge
(35) A-1, pe 144
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Immediately following the report of armor, sent a'msssage
stating that low whistles were heard well on the right flank,
These whlstles were known enemy means of maintaining contrel
and contact at night. (56) It wes obvious that the Germans
were attempting to outflank the position. Since no reserve
had been constituted and ell elements of the battalion were
engaged, in one way or snofhsr, no further disPQsitipn 6f

- troops could be made to protect the threatened flank, During
this period reports from Company "A" were faceived concerning
. the activity of eneny patrols on that flank,

The battelion had no antitenk weapons with the exception
of organic rocket launchers, had no artillery Support, and
was out of communication, with dawn close at hand and with .
enemy armor to the front the present position would soon be-
come untensble, (37)

The Battelion Commsnder personally contacted the Gomﬁany
Commanders and ordered an organized withdrawsl to a position
along the east-west road running into 3T, JACQUES DE NEHOU,
From thig‘position sdvantage could be taken of higher ground,
and the battalion flanks would be less vﬁlnerable. (38) These
orders were relayed %o platoon leaders and noh-cummissioned
officers., Order of withdrawal would cummencé with the center
platoon, followed by the open flank platoon, and then the
platoon sdjacent to the boundary roed, This order of with-
drawal would be condueted simmltaneously, and\in the same
order, by both line compenies, The light mechine guns would
go out of sction with the last plafocn te disengage, the
heavies would displaée with the center platoon. The 8l mm
and 60 mm.mbrtara would continue to _harass the ehagg;rram

Peraonal knowledge

(37) &-1, pe. 145
(38) A-1l, p. 145
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present locations, The withdrawal was conducted as diracted,
1ittle change was apparent in the volume of fire delivered on
the enemy and 1t 1s doubtful that he knew s withdrawsl was
taking place, Just prior to the withdrawal of the last

. platoon, the mortars went out of action by section and took
up a position in tﬁa rear of the new line, This was neces.
sitated by the fact that the new main line of resilstance was
to the rear of the,mortar positiona, (35) Prior to.order-
ing the withdrawal, ail battalion vehicles were sent under
the control of the motor officer to BLANDAMOUR, They could
gerve no useful purposé in the present situation and might
be overrun or knocked out. Exceptions to this order were

the aild and cammunic&fion.jeeps.

The communications platoon had by now, located the divi.
sipn wire line and the battalion situation was guickly out-
1ined to that hesdquarters and the 60th Regimental GCombat
Team, General Eddy, the Commending General of the 9th Divi-
siogjordarad that the new lines be held and promised Division
Artillery support.

. The 60th Field Artillery Battslion, in direct support
of the 60th Infantry, was in a position sbout one thousand
yards west of ST, JACQDES DE NEHOU, This attillery battalion
withdrew to a new poslition, one thousand yarda further weat
of 8T, JACQUES DE NEHOU, because from.its present locatlion
effective fire could not be delivered in support of the lat
Battalion. A smell group of enemy that had infiltrated
around the infantry position diséovered the artillery loca-
cation. "Groups of artillerymen engaged and delayed the enemy

with small arms fire, covering the batterles as they moved out,'

T39) Personal kﬁowledga‘
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Shortly after displacing, the 60th Field'Artillery went into
action, slamming one concentration after another on the enemy

position through the use of previously obtained map data.
THE BATTALION GOGNTEEATTAQK (See Hap E)

General Eddy arrived at the Battalion Command Post
shortly after his order to hold, His présence and extréma
célmnasa in the face of great danger did much ©0 calm and
gquiet the highly keyed officers and enlisted men of the
battellon. His belief that the enemy had been stopped,
pralse of the Battalion's actions and confidences in &he
effact of the artillery‘caneentratiohs which shortly wouid
be fired, raised the morale of men and officers alike, (40)

Prior to the General's arrivael, plans had been formu- |
lated to counterattack, with the supporting artillery. Al
080Q a Zombie fired by the Division Artillery rocked the area
occupied by the attscking enemj. The 81 mm mortars addeﬁ to
the density of this concentration, by firing an entire basic
loaﬁ. | _

The line of departure was the line now hald. Company
"A" was to attack north with the right boundery of the come
pﬁny the.road up which the enemy had attempted to penstrgta.

' Company "B" would attack in the same direction, with 1ts

left boundary the ssme road, Both companies moved out with

two platoons forward and ome in support._'Tha initial batteilon
objective was the small village north of the present position,
Light mechine guns were attached to the forward platoons, The
morters were to éupport the attack from present locations,

observers with the sssault platoons would direct and c¢controel

(20) Personal Thowledgs
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fires by radic, Normal radic commnication would be used
between Company and Battalion.  All platoons were in commmnl-
cation ﬁith company by SCR 536 rsdilo,.

Irmediately following the artillery concentration the
battalion jumped off., Needless $o say, jumping off consiated
of the lead scouts centiously pushing forward through the
hedgerows and finding they drew no fire, signaling the platoons
to follow, These menh had crossed many a line of dapérture
and placed a very liberal interpretation on the phrase "jump
off", As the platoons sdvanced from one hedgerow to the nekt,
it became increasingly spparent to the indlvidual soldler and
to ths.officers.and,non-com's urging them forward, that the
artillery and mortar concentrations had éompletely neutral-
ized or destroyed the enemy. The trobps bec ame more sggressive
and the atbtack galned momentum, Shortly after jumping éff,
‘all ground lost during the withdrawal haed been regained. The
attack continued beyond the original line onko the objective.
At this point, Company "B" abttacking on the right moved east .
through the settlement slong & road ru#ning egat and west
‘through the villsge. Company "A" continued north through the
setﬁlemant, up an unimproved roaﬁ,.down vhich it was later
learned the enemy hed launched his attack. (41)

Qther than the fires of the supporting artillery and
morters, delivered prior .to cﬁossing the line of depearture,
little fire hed been exchsnged between the assault echelons

~and the enemy., The inténsa supporting Ilres had taken the
initiative from the enemy, sSent him reeling back in complete_
disorgeanized confusion, and left many of his soldlers dead

or wounded on the battle field.

(41) Personal knowledge
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‘The enemy had been completely routed and had withdrswn
back across the SEYE RIVER. 3Sixty German prisoners were taken,
most of them wounded and over ﬁwo hundred and fifty were found
dead in front of the battalion position. Thirty six casual-
ties had been suffered by the.battalion during the enemy éttack
and in the countératﬁack which followed. (42) '

Interrogation of prisoners revealed thaf the battalion
had been sttacked by the Germasn 104Gth infantry Regiment of
the 77th Division, which was attempting to bresk out of the
peninsula, (43) '

War Department, Genoral Qrders Number 10, dsted 22 Febe
ruary 1945, cited the Battalion for extraordinary heroism in
action on the morning of 18 June 1944, near ST. JACQUES DE
NEHOU, FRANCE. |

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

l. MISSION

In analyzing this action we find much to criticize, The
battelion, upon attachment, had not received any‘derinite
mission other‘than to follow the 60th Infantry, presumably
to ald in protecting the divisions lengthening northern fisnk,
(44) No definite objectives or intermedlate objectives were
assigned on which to base a tentative plan, Very little in-
formatién had been receiﬁed on the location of friendly units,
other than that they were advencing very rapidly towards the
finel objectives, the west coast of the peninsula.
2. INTELLIGENCE |

During the late afterncon hours of the 17th, the battalion

(42) A-1, p. 145
(43) a-2, p. 173
(44) “'1, p. 144
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had arrived in the vicinity of the blvounac ares, The halting
of the battalion at the town of 8T. JACQUES DE NEHOU hed not
been & colncildencs as it appeared, but was part of the divi.
slon defensive plan. The Division G-2 had received inform- -
atlon during the course of 1nte:rogation of seversl German
military police on the 17th, that an sttempt might be mede %o
break out of the peninsula In the vicinity of &T. JACQEES.DE
NEHOU. (45) Genersl Eddy ordered that rosd blocks be cetsb-
iished to prevent the enemy fruﬁlcrossing_ths SEYE RIVER in
the division sector, This information never reached the baﬁ—
talion in anything near its ériginal form. The assumption -
maede at battalion was that the bridge to our north, clearly
indicated on the mep was defended by a friendly force;

S« PATROL ACTION '

This asaumption should have been proven by sending a
ragoﬁnaissance patrol out with the mission of contecting the
rqaﬁ block, determining their strength and exact location,
and exchanging 1nf6rmation as to the battslion plan and dis-
position, Fallure to do this resulted in = bridgé, leading
into the sector, belng left wide open thus affording the enemy
& perfect avenue of approach over which an attack could be |
launched with armor. Moreover, with the knowledge that the
river crossing was not blocked, the battalion would never
have bivouaced but iﬁsteaﬂ would have prepare& a'defensiva_
position on commanding terrain with rosd blocks and ocut posts
established,

4, ANTI TANK WEAPONS
Prior to attachment toitha 60th Regimentel Combat Teem,

Company "C", together with the 57 mm platoon and guns of the
L

(45) A-4, p. 173
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Battallon Headquarters Company had been qatacged. This left
the battallion with no anti tank wespoms, and far understrength.
Puring the conduct of the defense and in the o unterattack
which followed, the only means of stopping enémyfarmnr with

a8 direct fire weapon, available to the hettalion, was 2,36
inch rocket launchera, While this weapon cannot be sold
short, end it dees have scme cepabilities as an antl tank
weapon, its use as the sole means of knocklng ?ut Hafk IV

and V tanks is limited and extremely hazardoﬁs.

5. LIAISON |

Throughout the period of the enemy attack, and the
counterattack which followed, the fact that the battalion had
no artillery lisison officer or forward observer was keenly
felt. If one or the other of these'people had been present,
supporting artillery fire ;ould have been called for immedl-
_.atelj and direct.' It would not have been necessary to relsy
the requests for fire and the artillery radlo would have pro-
vided a supplementary means of commmnication when all other
means, oXcept messenger, had gone oute '

The positions occupied by units of the battalion; after
orders were finally received to bivoﬁan, were not tecticsally
_sound.. Advantage had not been taken of key terrain as evi-
denced by the later decigion to withdraw, The position, how-
ever, cannot be too highly oriticised, since time had not
been aveileble to reconnoiter, as it was occupled during the
hours of darkness, The esteblisiment of the'road bloek be-
tween the frontline compsnies was effective, however, 1t is
doubtful 1f an aggressive attack, supported by more than one
‘$ank, could have been.st0pped. A m9ans rasﬂily'available'to
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the battalion, effective in stopping armor, was the use of
mines, these were not employed,

The declsion te'éllow the heavy weapons to remain on
carriers was completely unsound, The fact that the situation
was obscure and that the battalion had no attached supporting
weapons mede the carefully planned employment of all ﬁeapons,
- organiec, ome of prime 1mportahce. These weapons should have
gone Into peosition, ths mortars reglstered, and a detalled
plan for employment completed, |

Too high tribute cannot be peld the artillery for the
role played in this engagement, Harassed by enemy small arms
fire, snd too close to effectively fire in support of the
Infantry, they quickly displaced, and in surprisingly short
time went Into action, The artillery and mortar concentrations
délivered in front of the battle position to réjel the enemy
attack, and the extremely accurate fire support prior to the
counterattack, made the taak of the Infantryman one of move-
ment only "Later reconnaissance proved both the a#curacy and
the terrifying results of this coordinated concentration”,(46)
6. ENEMY ACTION

| Weo can analyze the enemy action with a critical éye. The
‘guccess of the battalion.in the defense of the positicn was
due, in a large measure, to the failure of the eﬁamw to take
full sdvantage of the tacticgl surprise he hsd gained, and of
his armor and mumerical superiority. Instesd of pressing a
frontal attack, he chose to fritter away time and energy in
probing the flanks, Had he explolted the penetration of the
position by his emall patrol with armor, the position of the

defenders would have been hopelesa, With the use of flares.

(46) A-4, p. 172
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or any other artificial 111umination,> his tanks could have
routed our Ihfantry and overrun the mortars,

Hls second glarlng error was &o:allow his forces to
build up enmass directly in front of the battalion position
to such an extent that when the artillery concentrations
c ame 1n, the effact was so appalling, a complete rout of his
troops resulted, He had permitted himself %o be lulled into
8 feeling of false security by our initlal leck of high angle
fire, | | |

Lastly, the fire discipline displayed by front line
riflemen during the initiel eontact with the enemy atopped
the attack and delayed the Germaﬁa long enough to bring high
angle fire down on them, |

LESSONS

le The resorve battalion nust be assigned a definite

mission or plan- of employment to insure that full use 1s made
M s A AR i
of avallable time for detalled planning and reconnaissance,

2. Infonmation of the enamy muat be disseninatad down

to » and 1nclud1ng, fmmt linek Intelligence Agenc-ies

x uﬂmﬂm

must assure themselves that this informetion reachea the
units concerned,

e Gonstant patrol action 18 necessary, not only to

obtain 1omation of the enemy, but InTormatIon ~snd . ais-
position of friendly troops as well,
4, In a defensive situation, where routes are available

““— ool b

and the employment of armor is an enemy capabllity, direct

fire anti tank weapons must be included in the defensive fires,

Se Regardless of the tentative planﬂof employmeﬁ%ﬁ tha

s s iy

reserve battaelion should have an artillery liaiaon officer

— N T i

23



and forward obsarver attached with an independent msans of

communication to artillery fire control center,

6. The use of armor to exploit_thgi;gpgtpation of a

position by infantry, should be rapid and aggressive.
SRNC P T L R T e .
: L ]

-'fcurateﬁhrtillary”éoncentratiens cén'bewfired in h

L R

support of units with the use of map data on%z

it ok

8. Rapld decisive action by frout line riﬂ%@n, using

IR

. TEEEL T R

his 1ndividual weaﬁon, can effectively stop an enemy with

e Wﬂm“ Lt

Zero visibility.

. o1
gt et &



THE INVASION OF
WESTERN EUROPE

- MAPA

-] m -] mm WO

L]

COTENTIN PEMNINSULA

GOLD JUNG DWOAD
THE SEINFE
A
e
Sew Safumr’ b _"




